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the development of the draft Tongass
land management plan.

Those who wish to submit written
statements should write to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC
20510. For further information, please
call Judy Brown or Mark Rey at (202)
224–6170.
f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on April 9, 1997, at 9:30 a.m. on the
nomination of Kenneth Mead to be in-
spector general of Department of
Transportation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on April 9, 1997, at 10 a.m. on aviation
accidents: investigations and re-
sponses.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, the Fi-
nance Committee requests unanimous
consent for the full committee to hold
a hearing on Medicare payment poli-
cies for post-acute care on Wednesday,
April 9, 1997, beginning at 10 a.m. in
room SD–215.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 9, 1997, at 2
p.m. to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee to
meet on Wednesday, April 9, 1997, at
1:30 p.m. for a hearing on the role of
the Department of Commerce in the
Federal statistical system, and oppor-
tunities for reform and consolidation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 1997, at
2:30 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-
telligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND FORCES

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland Forces of the
Committee on Armed Services be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, April
9, 1997, at 10 a.m. in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on unmanned aerial
vehicle programs, operations and mod-
ernization effort in review of S. 450, the
National Defense Authorization Act for
fiscal years 1998 and 1999.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING OPPORTUNITY AND

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Housing Opportunity
and Community Development, of the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 9, 1997, to conduct a
hearing on S. 462, the Public Housing
Reform and Responsibility Act of 1997.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
POLICY, EXPORT AND TRADE PROMOTION

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on International Economic
Policy, Export and Trade Promotion of
the Committee on Foreign Relations be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 9,
1997, to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGREGATION KOL HAVERIM

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Congregation Kol
Haverim of Glastonbury, CT, in rec-
ognition of the groundbreaking for its
new synagogue building held on April
13, 1997. Through sheer determination,
a singleness of purpose and spirit, as
well as the considerable generosity of
its members and the community at
large, this congregation of 200 families
is now realizing a dream that no one
would have thought possible only a few
short years ago.

Congregation Kol Haverim was
formed only 13 years ago by a handful
of Jewish families in the Glastonbury
area, worshiping initially in the back-
room of a local grocery store, and later
purchasing a former Knights of Colum-
bus hall that serves as its present one
room home. Over the past 2 years, the
congregation has raised over $1.3 mil-
lion and its architects have designed a
new building, to be added as an addi-
tion to the existing facility, that has
been praised by local town planning
and zoning officials as a model of de-
sign for new construction in the area.

In addition to attending to the spir-
itual needs of its members through
worship services and its ever-growing
religious school, Congregation Kol

Haverim has always tried to attend to
the needs of the local community and
Greater Hartford, as well, through its
various adult education, community
outreach, and other programs. Whether
through sponsoring a lecture or the
volunteers it regularly provides to
local soup kitchens or its participation
in area-wide food or clothing drives,
Congregation Kol Haverim, like other
houses of worship in the area, has al-
ways strived to give of itself to the sur-
rounding communities from which it
draws its strength. The new building
will provide a pleasant and welcoming
new home for sacred study, communal
worship, and social action.

I congratulate Congregation Kol
Haverim, as it begins this new chapter
in its existence. I thank its members
for their initiative and all the good
work they have done over the past 13
years, and I encourage them to con-
tinue to address all the good work that
remains to be done.∑

f

IN HONOR OF THE FALLEN AIR-
MEN OF THE 440TH AIRLIFT
WING

∑ Mr. KOHL. Today, Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to re-
member the men and women of the
440th Airlift Wing, based at Mitchell
Field in Milwaukee, who died and were
injured in the course of their duty on
April 1, 1997. At a treacherous airport
in Honduras, far from home, three air-
men made the ultimate sacrifice for
their country. On a routine resupply
mission, their C–130 skidded off the end
of the runway while attempting to land
at Tocontin International Airport in
Tegucigalpa. The plane burst into
flames killing Senior M. Sgt. Leland
Rassmussen, S. Sgt. Vicki Clifton, and
Senior Airman Samuel Keene. Also in-
jured in the crash were T. Sgt. Joseph
Martynski, Capt. Ian Kincaid, M. Sgt.
Steven Hilger, T. Sgt. Danny
Formanski, Capt. Michael Butler, S.
Sgt. Dean Ackmann, and Capt. Robert
Woodard.

The 440th flies out of my hometown,
Milwaukee, WI and I am proud of their
commitment to excellence. Over the
years they have been called on many
times to serve their country in foreign
lands and dangerous circumstances.
They are an example of the best the
Reserve system has to offer, and I was
deeply saddened to hear of their loss.

Too often we take for granted the
risks members of the military run on a
day-to-day basis. We assume that be-
cause the United States is at peace sol-
diers do not face danger. While in fact,
everyday men and women in our armed
services put their lives on the line.
They do it quietly and without fanfare.
It seems that only when tragedy
strikes do we take a moment to appre-
ciate their courage and sacrifice.

I would also like to take a moment
to thank those brave Honduran citizens
who risked their lives to help victims
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of the crash. With the wreckage burn-
ing only 100 yards from two gas sta-
tions, these good Samaritans waded
into the fiery crash site to rescue com-
plete strangers. Because of their self-
less courage, lives were saved and crip-
pling injuries avoided.

Those injured in the accident have
my best wishes for a speedy and com-
plete recovery. My heart goes out to
the families of Leland, Vicki, and Sam-
uel. Over the years these three airmen
have foregone time with their families
in order to serve their country, and
now the Nation owes them a debt it
can never fully repay. All we can offer
is our deepest sympathy and highest
esteem.∑
f

CHRISTOPHER REEVE ON MEDICAL
RESEARCH

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, on
March 13, 1997, along with Senator
ARLEN SPECTER, I introduced biparti-
san legislation, S. 441, the National
Fund for Health Research Act. This im-
portant bill would provide additional
resources for health research over and
above those provided to the National
Institutes of Health in the annual ap-
propriations process. The fund will help
eradicate some of the illnesses that
now strike millions of Americans.

At this time I would like to submit
for the RECORD a letter from Chris-
topher Reeve endorsing the National
Fund for Health Research Act. Chris-
topher Reeve has worked tirelessly
since his accident to increase funding
for medical research. We all owe Chris-
topher Reeve a debt of gratitude for
bringing health care concerns to the
attention of all Americans. He and I
both realize that the Fund for Health
Research Act could hold the key to
finding successful treatments for hun-
dreds of diseases. In his letter, Chris-
topher Reeve states that S. 441 will
give our best researchers the funds
they need to stay ahead of a developing
crisis. I agree wholeheartedly with his
assessment and urge the Senate to
move quickly on this legislation. I now
ask that the text of Christopher
Reeve’s letter be printed in the
RECORD.

The letter follows:
CHRISTOPHER REEVE,

March 20, 1997.
President CLINTON,
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CLINTON. I was sorry to hear
about your unfortunate accident but glad to
know you will make a full recovery and that
your activities won’t be limited in the fu-
ture. The sight of you in a wheelchair was
very moving but also a helpful image for all
Americans particularly the disabled.

At the risk of becoming a pest, I’m taking
this opportunity to ask your support for leg-
islation introduced last week by Senators
Specter and Harkin which would require in-
surance companies to donate 1 penny out of
every dollar they receive in premiums to the
NIH. It is estimated that this would provide
an additional $6 billion dollars annually for
research.

I feel it is an excellent proposal because it
does not raise taxes, the insurance compa-

nies can afford it and they ultimately re-
ceive the additional benefit of having to pay
for fewer claims. And as I am sure you’re
aware, recent studies have shown the cost ef-
fectiveness of research, is of course a crucial
factor in the balanced budget debate. As
America ages, the attendant health problems
will not go away unless we give our best re-
searchers the funds they need to stay ahead
of a developing crisis.

Thank you again for all the helpful com-
ments you have made so far about research
since the convention last year. Now is the
time for all of us to push into high gear.

With best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER REEVE,
(Signed by Michael Manganiello,

Special Assistant to Christoper Reeve).∑

f

COMMEMORATING THE CITY OF
NASSAU BAY’S ASTRONAUT DAY
FESTIVAL

∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise to commend the city of Nassau
Bay for its efforts to celebrate the de-
velopment of space exploration and the
international cooperation associated
with it. Nassau Bay is hosting a special
day of recognition for America’s astro-
nauts and their Russian counterparts
on April 12, 1997. In addition, the State
of Texas has proudly honored these
brave men and women by declaring
April 12th ‘‘Space Explorers’ Day’’ in
Texas. I rise today to appropriately
recognize this day in the U.S. Senate.

Nassau Bay is located near NASA’s
Lyndon B. Johnson Center. The com-
munity has been integrally involved in
this Nation’s space exploration activi-
ties since we began the space program
a generation ago. Nassau Bay residents
were among those to walk on the Moon
and provide the technical and manage-
rial support necessary for America’s
successful space program. Today, Nas-
sau Bay is still critical to NASA’s
manned space mission. Nassau Bay
rightfully celebrates the continuation
of that mission by hosting ‘‘Astronaut
Day’’ on April 12.

Astronaut Day celebrates the men
and women who have expanded
humankind’s horizons and recognizes
the technological advances resulting
from their work that have been incor-
porated into our everyday lives. I join
Nassau Bay and the State of Texas in
honoring the many dedicated men and
women who devote their time and tal-
ents to helping this Nation realize the
cherished dream of space exploration.
They have truly broadened the fron-
tiers of knowledge and their outstand-
ing accomplishments are worthy of
special recognition.

Mr. President, I appreciate this op-
portunity to give Nassau Bay the rec-
ognition it deserves in the U.S. Senate.
I urge my colleagues to join me, the
city of Nassau Bay, and the State of
Texas in reflecting on the important
contributions our space pioneers and
explorers have made to history,
science, and the quality of our lives on
this planet.∑

GIRL SCOUTS AND BOY SCOUTS OF
RHODE ISLAND, 1996

∑ Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that I present to
you Rhode Island’s outstanding recipi-
ents of the highest honors for Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts. They have dis-
tinguished themselves as community
leaders, service volunteers, and men-
tors for their peers.

For more than 50 years, artist Nor-
man Rockwell captured in his paint-
ings the spirit and sense of America
and its people. A large number of these
paintings portrayed Scouts and Scout-
ing. Few other childhood activities bet-
ter represent the commitment to God,
country, and community that is inher-
ent in Scouting.

Providing girls and boys with tools
and leadership skills that will be useful
throughout their lives, Scouting is in-
delibly linked with transforming
youths into able, educated, well-round-
ed adults. Activities like camping,
service projects, and weekly meetings
aim to build character, encourage re-
sponsible citizenship, and develop phys-
ical, mental, and emotional fitness.

The highest honors that a Girl Scout
can earn are the Gold and Silver
Awards, which are presented to those
girls who have shown exemplary com-
mitments to personal excellence and
unwavering public service. Likewise,
the Eagle Award is the highest honor
that can be earned by a Boy Scout. Re-
cipients have displayed the highest
achievable skills in outdoor activities
and incomparable service records.

Behind every Girl Scout and Boy
Scout troop is a group of similarly
dedicated parents and leaders who
guide the youths through their
achievements.

It is for all these reasons that I am
proud to honor the recipients of Girl
Scouts’ Gold and Silver Awards and the
Boy Scouts’ Eagle Scout Award. The
outstanding achievements of these
young recipients warrant our praise,
admiration, and thanks. So that we all
may know who they are, I ask that the
complete list of awardees be printed in
the RECORD.

The list follows:
GIRL SCOUT 1996 GOLD AWARD RECIPIENTS

CUMBERLAND, RI

Nicole Tetreault.
JOHNSTON, RI

Shannon Quigley, Sandra Shackford.
NARRAGANSETT, RI

Kate Hohman, Renee Johnson, Jill Raggio.
NORTH PROVIDENCE, RI

Marissa Borrelli.
SAUNDERSTOWN, RI

Angela Briggs.
SMITHFIELD, RI

Heather Harkness, Christina Riccio.
WAKEFIELD, RI

Meghan Higgins.
WOONSOCKET, RI

Melissa Brin.

GIRL SCOUT 1996 SILVER AWARD RECIPIENTS

BRISTOL, RI

Sara Belisle, Kathleen Cahill, Sandra
Koch, Afiya Samuel.
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